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Some employers use cameras and computer software to monitor what employees are doing 
in the workplace. How do you think this affects productivity and job satisfaction? 
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Social Media Giants 

o Threads  

 launched in 2023 

 the fastest-growing app in history, reaching 100 million users in just five days 

 known for microblogging — sharing short, text-based updates that spark 
"threaded" conversations 

o X (formerly Twitter)  

 known for its role in "breaking news" and direct communication between 
public figures and the citizenry 

o TikTok  

 the pioneer of short-form vertical videos 

o Xiaohongshu (Little Red Book) (小紅書)  

 has over 2 million active users in Hong Kong 

 increasingly used by youth as a "secondary search engine" for food, travel 
and beauty advice 

  

Tips  

• Short on time? Focus on the bolded phrases and / or DSE Quotes I have provided. 

• Action: These ‘ready-to-paste’ quotes are specifically designed as "quick summaries" that are both 
informational and versatile. Think of them as your exam ‘emergency kit’ or ‘5** helpers’. 
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Trends 

o The "Social Lubricant" Effect  

 DSE Quote: For introverted individuals or those with social anxiety, digital 
platforms act as a "social lubricant", lowering the barriers to interaction by 
allowing for "asynchronous communication" (responding at one's own pace). 

o Peer Support Networks / Digital Empathy  

 Online forums and groups (e.g. on Reddit or Facebook Groups) that allow 
individuals with shared challenges — such as chronic illnesses or mental 
health struggles — to find "virtual sanctuaries". 

 DSE Quote: For many struggling with stigmatized conditions, social media 
provides a virtual sanctuary where anonymity helps alleviate the fear of 
judgment, allowing for genuine peer-to-peer support. 

o Niche Community Formation  

 Platforms like Discord and X allow for the democratization of interest-based 
groups, enabling people to connect over specific hobbies (e.g. coding, indie 
gaming) regardless of their physical proximity. 

o Real-time Civic Engagement  

 Social media facilitates "active citizenship", where youth can organize 
community service or raise awareness for social causes (e.g. beach clean-
ups) through viral "calls-to-action". 

o The "Key Opinion Leader" (KOL) Economy  

 The shift from traditional celebrity endorsements to "relatable" social media 
influencers who drive consumer behavior through platforms like Instagram 
and Little Red Book. 
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 DSE Quote: The rise of the KOL economy signifies a paradigm shift in 
marketing, where 'relatability' and 'perceived authenticity' have replaced 
traditional celebrity prestige. 

o The "Gig Economy" & Content Creators  

 In today's attention economy, platforms / content creators compete 
fiercely to maximize user engagement at all costs. 

 Content creators are now finding innovative ways to monetize their hobbies 
through fan subscriptions. 

 DSE Quote:The rise of full-time YouTubers and streamers has reflected a shift 
in the traditional career aspirations of the "Gen Z" generation. 
 

Related ideas & phrases 

English Sentence Traditional Chinese Translation 

Social media acts as a digital bridge to 
connect people from different backgrounds. 

社交媒體充當數碼橋樑，將來自不同背景

的人聯繫起來。 

Online forums provide a safe space for 
people to voice their struggles honestly. 

網上論壇為人們提供了一個安全空間，讓

他們能誠實地表達自己的掙扎。 

Digital platforms help cultivate a sense of 
belonging in a hyper-connected world. 

在這個過度連結的世界中，數碼平台有助

於培養歸屬感。 

We should leverage technology to promote 
active citizenship and social good. 

我們應該利用科技來推動積極公民意識和

社會公益。 
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